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WILLIAM VASEY f Y 3 l , 
Wi1li:~m Vasey, 66, one of the i 

pioneer farmers and stockmen of 1 
the Collins neighborhood, died a t  [ 
his home, October 9, after an ill- I 
ness of a year. Dropsy and other 1 

/ complications was the cause of his 
death. Mr. Vasey was a native of 

born April 15, 1845, a son of Rich- 

I 
Yorkshire, England, where he was 

ard ancl Rachel Vasey. He was a 
lad of 16 years when the family 
came to America and settled first 
a t  Jacksonville, Illinois. A few 
years later they came out to Iowa 
and settled near the inland t o m  
of Peoria, in norilleastern Polk 
county. 

The survivors arc the daughter 
Ethel, who had remained a t  home 
and cared for the father; John of I 
Austin, Minnesota, and 'Charles, 1 
Arthur, Jesse, Raleigh, Mrs. Alma I 
Harsh and Mrs. Cora Hand, all of 
Collins or nearby. I-Ie also leaves 
27 grandchildren and two brothers. 
The brothers, both of whom live 
in Collins, are Joshua and George 
Vasey. 

- - -- 





W I L L I A M  V A S E Y  

Beginning as a farm hand, Willianl Vasey, of Collins townsllip, by 
e l l ter~r ise  and sound busilless judgment has beconle olle of tile 
citizens of Story COLInty. 1-Ie was borll in Yorl&ire, England, 

April 22, 1849, son of Richard and Rebecca (tlndcrson) Vasey, both oi 
whom were also natives of YorkSllire. 111 1861 the fanlily emigrated to 

country and the father engaged in farnling in JacksonviIle, Illinois, 
until 1887, when he rellloved to Story county, Iowa. Several of llis 

preceded him to this COLInty allcl were gre:ttly pleased \vitll the out- 
look as to its agricultural possibilities. Shortly after his arri \~al the fatiler 
purchasecl eigllty acres across the line in Jasper county, wllerc he - -- - 

until his death, which occurred in 1898, having then arrived a t  the age 
of ~eventy-eigl~t years. The  mother departed this life seven years later. 
They tvere pronline~lt lneinhers of the Baptist church and were highly es- 
teemed hy all who knew them. 

William Vasey came t o  the United States with his parellts in his this- 
teenth year, and fro111 the time of his arrival in this cotul~try was able to 
do a rnan's work behind the plow. I-Iowever, he attended the district 
scllools 2nd received the foundation of an education, which he has greatly 
broadened by observation and reading during the years that have since 
elapsed. H e  came to Story county in 1868 and began work as a farm 
hancl, sllol.vin,a an interest in his xvork which gave bright pronlise as to his 
future. ~t tlie age of twenty-three he was married and soon after1va1-d 
removetl to Peoria, PolIc county, Iowa, where he  had purchasecl eighty 
acres o f  land adjoining the limits of Peoria. but located in Story county. -- . - & A -  A- 



1 Mr. Vasey is not identified ~ v i t h  any religious clenornination but he  is 
1 a stanch believer ir. Christianity and is a liberal contributor to church and 
I charital~le purposes. Politically he  prefers to  be independent, voting for 
I , the man rather than for the party. I-Ie has few superiors in lines of agri- 
, culture and stock-raising, t o  which he has devoted the best energies of his 

life, and it is doubtful .cvhether any nlan in his locality is a better judge of 
the productive capability or the value of land. Wi t l~ou t  aid from others, 
depending upon his own strong arms and an unalterable deternlination to 
win, he forged his way to  an independent position financially ant1 is now 
accorded tlle respect that rightfully belongs to one \vho has fougl~t  and 
won in the great battle of life. 



I-Ie lived in the town ancl cultlr7atcd the tarin tor two years a.nd then pur- 
chased a farni in Jayper county near the lines of Poll< ancl Story counties, 
upon which he toolc up his residence. H e  managed this place with such 
ability that in 1887 he was able to prrrchase three hundred and twenty acres 
in Collins township, Story county, which he  has since made his home. He  
has been reinarkably successftll and now owns seven hundred and fifty 
acres, three hundred ancl twenty of ~v l~ ic l i  are  located in Eden township, 
Marshall county, six miles east of his home farm. H e  has dealt exten- 
sively in cattle, which he has fed upon a large scale ancl has also been un- 
usually successful in handling farm lands. H e  is still actively engaged in 
businesq ancl his judgment is regarded by his neighbors and friends as 
concl~rsive on subjects pertaining to agriculture and live stock. 

I n  the spring of 1872 Mr. Vasey was united in marriage to Miss Ana 
Osley, a native of England, and daughter of John Oxley, who after com- 
ing to this country lived in Maryland ancl Illinois and about 1866 located 
in Story county, Iowa. T o  Mi-, and h'lrs. Vasey ten cl~ilclren have been 
born, namely: John, a farmer of Collins township; Charles, a member of 
the firm of Vasey Brothers, lumber dealers of Collins; Henry, a practicing 
attorney of Nevada, Iowa;  Jesse, of Los Angeles, California; Raleigh and 
Chauncy, a t  home; Arthur, a member of the firin of Vasey Brothers of 
Collins; Alma, wife of Euclid 14. ISarsl~, a farmer of Jasper county; Clara, 
now Mrs. Arthur Hands, of Collins ; ancl Ethel, a t  Ilolxe. Mr. Vasey was 
called upon to meet the greatest sorrow oE his life in the death of his be- 
loved companion in August, 1896. She was a member of the Methodist 
church ancl possessed many estimable qualities of mind and heart that 
greatly endeared hcr to all with whorn she was ass~ ia tec l .  - - - -- - - 
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